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sympathy of the other, and, when he has communicated
his emotion to the other, he attains a peculiar satisfaction
which greatly enhances his pleasure and his joy, or, in the
case of painful emotion, diminishes his pain.

This relation of active sympathy is apt to grow up
between any two persons who are thrown much together,
if they are commonly stirred to similar emotions by
similar objects; and that can only be the case if they
have similar sentiments. Two persons may live together
for years, and, if their sentiments are very different, if
one of them likes and dislikes the things that are for the
most part indifferent to the other, there will be no habitual
sympathy established between them. There rnay be a
reciprocal sentiment of love without active sympathy, as
in some cases of mother and child ;x and in such cases
there will be reciprocation of tender emotion, and when
one party to the relation is in distress the other will pity
and succour him. But such a sentiment of love without
active sympathy brings little joy and is likely to be troubled
by frequent jars, irritations, and regrets. Instances of thk
kind of relation are common enough; they show clearly
that tender emotion and pity, though often in popular
speech and by many psychologists confused with sym-
pathy, do not constitute sympathy; and they show also
that sympathy is not essential to love, that, in short,
sympathy (both the simple or passive and the complex
active variety) and tender emotion are radically distinct.

If, however, the relation of active sympathy is estab-
lished between any two persons, some sentiment of affec-
tion is pretty sure to grow up in both parties, if they are
at all capable of tender emotion ; and, except in the case
of parental love, active sympathy is the most sure founda-
tion of love and is an essential feature of any completely
satisfying affection.

We have, then, to ask, Why do we seek and find this
peculiar satisfaction in the mere fact of another person's
sharing our emotion ? In the case of the pleasurable
emotions we may see a partial explanation in the fact

1 E.g., the relation of mother and son in Mr. Wells's Days of ike
Comet.
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